
ifiREET MESSISE
WITH UUGHTEF

liPcala of Merrimcnt Ring Out h

j Scnate VVhen Documcnt Is

l'| Read.

tylUCH INTEREST IN HOUSL

ftoosevclt Makes Vicious Attac
on Pulitzer, Editor of

"j;, World.'
.'WAPrUN'ftTOX, D. C. Decomber 15..
Rftheated pcale of laughter greetbd thc
ifeudlng of the openlng pm uprapli ol
the Prvsident'H mossago to Congroes dr
the Ponnma Cannl charges to-day, As
iho iseercUry rmtd the statement tllal
tha chn.rgo3 'woro "falso ln overy p.-ir-
tioular." Seritttor Bnfley laughod oiu-

Irltf&t as he was passlng along tnc
irar of the chamber 10 hia seat Other
Benators on both sldes of thn chamber
jolfted. wlth hinv, und when thu reodor
reiiched tho statcment Urat u stntement
Un e. newspupyr whicfi he mbntlohea
would not be bolleved, tliore wns gen-
'eral merrlment from both .sldes of th<
'Chamber.
(' Thero was only a Braall n'umber of
Senntore present when the read Ing wae"
begun. and It was hurrled through, tho
tnapers accompanying thc nioamigc 1101
being rond nt nll. Tho mesaago ollc-

.lled the greatest intercut in tho lioiige./Tho jnorfcbers gavo closo nttentlon ilw-
/ Ing the readlng of tho documcnt. iiiiit
1 there was a rlpplo of laughter over thu
IProsidont's cliaracterlzatton of Joseph
IPulitzer, rubllsher o£ tho Now Yorlt
!\Vorld. The mcs&age, with Its acront-

jpnnying papers, was reforred to a coiu-
nnittee.

Accomparylnn; tho Presldent's mcf-
\ mtr» was a largo bundle of docutnents
tbearlng upon the transfer of the r.unul
(property to tho T.tiiited States. Many
of these documciits were In French,

J wlthout Engilsh translatlon. Thero
[was nothlng whlch showod dlrectly IhoIprrsons who recelved the ?40,00ft,0oo(pald by thi? United .Slates. but thero
j Waa Includcd a li.«t of about 7,00ti
nockhnlders In thr »ld nnd new Pan-
i.m.-i Cannl C.'ompanfcs, all of them <-it-
lzens of France and of thn Colomblan
J>>publlfl. Thnro was not tho nnino of

la cltizen of iho United Statea in the
[ rnffro UsC Tho Jnorsngo was as ful-I Jdw*: <*
13<> tho Eon&to aml House of Jtnprescnta-

ln vlew nf the ronstant relleratlon of the
e'^.-sion that thero was »omo corruptlon ad-

.tlon by or on beh.ilf 01 the L'nltod Statea
j t.-.ernment ln connectlon wlth iho acnnlsl-
j fion of thn tltle of thc French companyln thn ranaraiv Canal, and of tho repstltfonof the atory (Imt a symllratn of Amerlcan
citlzert* ownrtl cither ono or both nf theJ'unami eompanles, 1 deem It wiso to sub-

jTiilt to thn CoHRrnss all thn Informntlnn Ihpv* on 1I10 subject. Tlicso atoriea were
! flrst broiutht to mv nttentlon as publlahedi ln n paper in Indianupolls, called "ThaI paws," edlted by Mr. Dol.ivnn Smtth. The
«tor!»s wero xcurrllous and llbelnus ln char-
» tiir and faUo In every ersentlat partlcn-lar, Mr. Smlth eheltors hlmsvir bchlnd tho
,«.icrus« that b» meroly accopted tho atato-
pi"=ntK xvhlch hld appecm>d ln a pnper pub-fllshed In New Yorli, "Tho World." ownnd
by Mr. Joecph Pulitzer. It l» Idlo to saylUtat tha known rliamcter of Mr. Pulitzer| nnd his newspaper aro nuch thut the Etate-\ ments in that paper wlll bo bnllovrd by no-

{body; unfortunately, thousands of persutia
\uro ilt Informed ln this respect, and belleve
th«i s.talements they seo ln prlnt, even
!i).Oush thoy,appear ln a. newspaper pub-.ll-.hcd by Mr, Pulitzer. X raombcr of thc
-<'i.n?r»Bs has actually tntrodnc.d a resolu-H on ln roferonc* to ihc«a charcfls. I there-

1 n !ay <U1 th». facts before you.
Tlu? WoVld'fl Mt«ry.

'. Th» ttory ropeated at varlous tlmes bv
vtbr. AVorld and by tts followors ln tho news-
fitftr press ls substantlally aa 'ollowo: Thattl*re was oorniptlon by or on behalf of t!/e
poverninrnt of the United States ln thn
;lransaction by whlch tho Pamuna Cnnal
/property was acquired from lfs French
joR-ners; that thero wero lmproper dealhijjs
I flf »om»> klnd between ajronts of thft. jtov-jrernment and outsido persons, ""epreacntingl«r actln< for an Amerlcan nyndtcato, who
had gottan posseaslon of the p"rench com¬
pany; Uiat arnon? thero porsonsr who lt was
*Ueged made "huse prollta" wero Mr.
Charles p. Taft, a brother of Mr. WillHim

,31. Taft, then candldate for the prealdoncy,nnd Mr. Douglaa Boblmon, my brother-tn-l-liiw; lhat Mr. Crorawoll, tho counael fo.-
i.ne Pajiama Conal Company in the neso-'llatlons. was In somo way Implicuted with
th« l.'nited States coveromenta.1 autbnrltlej
in theao lmproper transactiona; that the
F&v«rnmcnt has concoaled tho truo faets,nnd has destroyed, or protmrod or asreed
tq tho deatructlon of. certain documents:Uiat Mr. W. H. Taft waa Secretary of War
at tho tlme; that by nn nercemnnt botwesn
t'ie L'nllnd Statea Bovernment and tho bene-
Uiclarles of the deal nll traces theroof were
"wlped out'" by tran3ferrin(r all tho nrchlvea
^nnd "aer.rota" to tha Amerlcan Koyornmeht,.Jcat before tho holdlng of tho conventlon
l^at Juao at whtch Mr. Talt waa ncmlnatcd.

. FuImj und Wickod.
i Theso statements aometlmos appeared In
,the edltorlala, Bometimca In tho newa
<-olumns, Bometlmes ln the ahapo of con-

^ Itrlhutlons from. IndlvlduaJa ollhor unknown

OPEN EVEN4NG5 UNTIL 9 O'CLOCK

Have You Jltlended Our

Reorganizafion Piano Sale?

Never miss a chance like this reorganiza-
lion sale to get a fine piano at a price that
will save you money.

The reduced prices hold only until
January ist. After that date the former figure3 will be
restored. Can you afford lo wait? It's a matter of time.
January ist.and time is money saved in this case. Now
is the time.

Standard makes of pianos at bargain prices. New

pianos, as well as "used" pianos, are what we offer at this
sale.

/This Will Interest You
25%
MECI<
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REORGANIZATION DISCOUNT will be glven from
regular prices on tho eelebrated CON'OVF.H,, OABL.13,
I-I.VGSni'UV, WKI.MXGTON, I>E KOVBX and

MECKLEXBUHC PIANOS and CIIICAGO COTTACE OHGAIVS.

I/ Of DISCOUNT GIVEN ON USED AND RENTED
3 /0 PIANOS OF THE 13AMB MAKES.

Upright Pianos, taken ln exchange on Inner Players, from
S75.00 u p.

Squaro Pianos of good makes and good conditlons, from
825.00 up, v

It is our j-mrpose to closo out the ontiro stock ot Pianos
and Organs, that tho new organizatlon may start business the
flrst ,dny of January with an entlrely new stock of Instru¬
ments d'lrcct from our factorles.

Whllo the above aro cash prices, accommodatlng terms
may be nrrangod.

Why Not Have a VictorChristmas in Your Home ?
What a Jollv tlme for all! Home folks and friends, chlldran

from under slx to over sixty, everybody, can tinrt enjoyment, lnter.
est and satlsfactlon with a Vlctor Talklng Machlne.

A $25,000 stock ls at your Eervlce. $10 and up. Records. all ot
thenv Accf>ssorie3 of every sort. A parlor for your convenienco ln
seleoting from the blggest stock in tne Soutli.

Our Holiday Stock of Small Musical Instruments
ls completo. Viollns, Banjoa, Gultars, Mandolins, Muslo Boxes, etq,
Shect Music, Music Cases and Rolls. Music Books, nopular ana
standard collectlons.

EVEIlYTIIJSG MUSICAL FOR EVEIIVBODY.

J. G. CORLEY, General Manager. 213 E. Broad Street

or known to bo, of foad character. They ar«
fulise In every partlcular from beRlnnlnp lo
encl. Tho vvlckedness of the slamlers la
only surpassed by thelr fatutiy. So utterly
basolens aro tho storles that apparently thoy
ruprosont ln part inerely materlal oolloctcd
for cnmpaiRn purposes, and In part storlts
orlslnally .cor.cocted with a vlew of posslbla

Those Withnstmas Gifts £JZ*. f_*ures
Usoful and Ornamental Articles for porsonal and household uso. ln allthe laiest designs and flnlEhos. made of PRECIOl'S AXU SEMI-PKECIOUS

METALS, CUT GLASS, UKOXZE AND ART DUASS.
US

Tho most femlnlno, of Jev.-elry, tho NKCKLACE, ls a suggcstlon for
you. Wo havo them ln/all tlio latest eroatlons. tho modest klnd nnd othoroembelishod with Jawels.
PEXDANTS, BllOOCHES. WATCHES, FOUS. linACHLETS, HANITY PINSYEII, PINS, WAIST SETS, SCARP PTOS SKJNET RINGS.And Hundreds of Other Article'B "i Gold.
STERLING SILVER

TOII.ET IKIT
CLOTH AX

"WnyT Becaueo 'XUMSD
hlgber than the cheapcr an.l

^"n'.': .«AUE, C0MBS, IIRUSHUS, MIRHORS.'¦*i IIOOKS. i'UI.ITAHV URTJSHES. -

LVIST UnUSHES, Etc.
namo is on the box, and tho price is nocommon klnd.

731 MAIN STREET,

C. LUMSDEN & SON,.TEWELEHH TO THE YTRGIXIA FEOP1.E
nx.*i.-tr\ *

RICHMOND, VA.

Is upon *as, and many aro purzlod to knc
tases are teeroing with f-uggesttous, and i
of Diamonds, Watchea, Broocl
drcds of artlcl v

ceeds and your

what lo glvo. Our Bhow
of Diamonds. Watchea, Brooches, Scarf «., WnS?S5ffi/2S^drcds o« 'artlclw. UtUo and big, you'Il fhul sometl.lng to Su t ybur

¦f?
CrXt

Phone 1251 _111 Eaat Broad Street.

blackmall. Tho Invenlor of tha atory aboutMr. Chai'los P. Taft, for instanco, evldentlyaiipposod that nt somo period of tha Panama
purohaso Mr. W. H. Taft waa Socrctary of
War, whoreas ln raallty Mr. W. II. Taft
nover bocamo Seorotary of War untll longaftor tho whole transaoUon ln rjueatlon hadbeen closod. Tho Inventor of tho storyabout Mr. Douglaa Hoblnaon had not takoii
tho troubla to flnd out tho fact that Mr.
Hobinson had not had tho allghtest con¬
nectlon, dlroetly or indlrectly, of any klnd
or sort wlth any phaao of tho Panama
tranaaatlon from beglnnlng to end. Tho
men who attackod Mr. Itoot in tho matter
had not taken tho trouble to read the pub-llo documenta which would havo informedthem that Mr. Itoot had nothlng to do wlth
tho purehose, whlch was entirely arranged'through tho Dopartment of Justtco undor
tllo thon Attornoy-Genoral, Mr, Knox.

Pulitzer Itcnl Offendcr.
Now, tlicao Btorlca, as a matter of fact,neod no Inveatlgatton whatover. No shodow

of proof hus buen, or can bo, produced ln
bohalf uf nny of them. They conalBt slmplyof a strlnc of intnmoua llbols, In form,thoy aro ln part llbols upon - in-dlvlduala, .upon Mr. Taft' and Mr. Roblnson,for Inatanco. But thoy aro In faot wholly,and ln lorm pnrtly, a llbel upon tho UnitedStatos Kovornment, I do not belleve woshould ooiiceni ourselves with tho particti-lar Indlvlduals who wroto tiie lylng andllboloua odltorials, artlclcs from correspon-dents, or artlcles In tho nows oolumns. Thoreal offondor ls Mr. Josoph PuJItzor, editornnd proprletor of tha World. Whllo thecrlmlnal offonso of which Mr. Pulitzer hnsbeen guilty la ln form a llbel upon Indl¬vlduals, tho Rrcat injury dono ia In black-ciilng the good namo of tho Amerlcan peo¬plo. It ahould not ba loft to a. privatocStlzen to buu Mr. Pulitzer for llbel.' itoaliould bo prosecuted for llbel by tho gov-ornmontal authorltlcs. ln polnt of encour-
aBcment ot Intqulty, in polnt of Infamy, ofwrongdolng, thero Is nothlng to chooso be¬tween u, publlc servant who betrays histrust, a publlo servant who Is guilty ofblackmall. or thoft. or flnanolal dlehonestyof any klnd, and-a man guilty aa Mr. Jo-sspli Pulitzer has been guilty ln this tn-ftunce. It 1b, thorofore, a hlgh natlonalduty to biing to Justlco this villfler of thaAmerlcan peoplo, thla man who wantonlyand wlckodly und without ono ahadow ofJustitlcatlon aoeks to hlncken the characterof roputablo privato cltlzons and to convlettho government of hls own country lu thaeyea of the civillzed world of wrongdolnupf tho basest and fotrieat wlnd. when hohas not ono ahadow of justlfloatlon ot nnysort or doscrlptlon for tho charge ho hasmade. Tho Attorney-Oanoral haa underconaldoratlon the form in whloh the nro-ceedlngs agalnst Mr. Pullteer' shall bebrouglit.
Meanwhlle X eubmit to you all the ao-companylng papers, no that you may havebefore you compiato lnformatlon on the
In tho act approved June IS, HOl, "Toproylde for the oonstruotlon of a oonalconrioctlng the watere of tho Atlantlo andPaclflo ocodjib," the Congress provldod nsfollow.ii
"That the Presldent of the United Stateala hereby nuthorlzud to ncqulre, for andon bohalf ot the United Btatea, m a cost

not execedlng $10,000,000, the rlghta, prlvl.logee, franchlaes, oonceasions, urontB otland, rlght of way, ununlshed work, planu,and othor property, real, pereonol andinlxod, ot ovory name and nature, ownndby the N«w Panama Canal Company, nfIrnnoo, on tho Iathmua of Panama, and allIts mapa, nlans, drawlngs, rooords on theliithmus of Panama and in Parls. Inolud-Ifig all the_oapUiVJ Btwk, nnt-lesa, howover,than 63,803 aharea ot the Panania, ItaltroudCompany, ownod by or held for tha usoof said canal company, provlded ». aatlvfuc-
tory tithi to all of uald property can bo ob-IttllHHl."

Property Piirohased,
lt thereupon bucame the duty of th*Presldent, ln oxeeut|ori of this Htalule, in

purchaao. tho .property apeclfled from thnNow l'anania Oanal Cmnpiuiy, of Fraace.ig»vlded ho r.rruift..obtaln a. «AUafaclo£t,J4u84

_, >TliK J7i«.partment of Juntleo was lnstructet
. P*ft,m,"o the tltle, nnd uttoi- mtch nn ox-

iitiiliintloii Attortiny-'.lcliu.'nl Kniu reportiM¦thnt a satlsfactory mio could bo olnnlno.l.
inymtmi ot the purchuio prloo wns thcro-
upon mado to tho Now Pannma Canal Com-
w»ny, ln oeeordunce wllh tho act. of thu
Congrcsa, und tlio proporty was conveyac!by that company to Uio Unlted fitatoi. Ii
waa no eohCorn of the pmildnnt, or of anyorricer of tho Exocutlvo Uepartment, to In-
quire n* to what tht» Now Panama Canal
Company dld with-tlie money whl?h lt re-
eelvod. As a matter of fact, tho Now
Panama Can/il Company ald dlstrlbute the
monoy betweon Its sharoholdera nnd tho
shnrehoidors pt ths precodlng Pannma Canal
Lompany. ln aocorunnco with tho docrco of
a French court, and tho rncords of tbo
".'renoli court show who wora the shnru-
holdera who received tlio monoy; but that
Is no concern of outh.I call your attontlon lo tlio accompanylngstatement as lo the attompt to fonn an
Amerlcan company Jn M89 for tho purposo
of taklng over tho proporty of tho French
company. Thls attempt proved nbortlvo.
There wn* no CBncoulment In Its nfTort to
put tliroiiitli thls piim; /ls completo falluro
nnd abandonmant b'-Mne known to ovoiy
one. .

Tho impnrtnnt polnts sct forth In tlio
neoompanyliig paporo, nnd In tlio papern :o
whlcli l, havo rolnrre:! you, are n< follows:
Tho Invcstlgatlan of tho hlstory, physlcal

Condltlmi and existlng valuo of the onter-
prlso by tho" CongrcKfl, rosultlnff In tho cn-
actnmnt of the luw of 1808 nuiuorlzliig tho
Prosldont lo, acqulre tho property for thu
Sum of »40,p00,000 upon 'socurliig a sntiefnu.
tory tltlo, fthd thereupon lo undertako'tho
worlt of Constructlon; tho 'falluro of the
Amerlcanlaatlon of tho onterprlso In 1899:
lho transntlsslon by mn to tha Congress
from tlmo to time of full lnfornintlon and
advloe a« to the relaltons of thu govcrn-
niont. to translt ocross tho IsthmuR nnd under
tho tren.tli.Mi, as to the ncgntlatlons and flnal
acqulsltlon of. tho tltle, and later. as to lho
progress and eondltlon ot tho woVk of con¬
structlon; tho provlous uuthorl.atlon of tho
snle to tho Unlted Stnteu by the stockhold-
oro of tho now comiuniy and tholr aubso-
iiuoiit ralIftcallon;-the oxomlnatton and ap-
proval of tlio tltlo by Mr. ICnox; tho nr-
rnngoments for pnyrnoiit through J. V. Mor¬
gan & Co., uo tho llsciil agenis of thls gov-
mont, and the payment aucordlngly at tho
Hanlc of France.upon propor olTlclnl rocolpis
to tho llquldntors iicting under tho docrco
of the French oourt. tho french govern-
montal body havlng Jurlrdletlon ln tho inat-
terj and. Unally, the miljsoquont apportlon-
ment and dlstrlbutlon of tho t'und to the
ciisdltors and stockhokleis of the two com-
panlos undor that decreo.

t'lirrletl Out by Knox.
The Panama Canal i rnneactlon was actu¬

ally carrled through not by clthcr tho then
tjourotary of Stato, Mr. John Hay, or tho
thon Kecretnry of War, Mr. Ellhu Koot,
both of whom. however, woro cognlzont of
¦all the osscntlnl fenuires; but by tho thon
AUoniey-Oenoral, Mr. P. C. Knox, at prcs-
ont Senator from Pennsylvanla. I dtrccted
or opproved every aotlun, and ain rcspen-
lilbla for all that was donc^ln narrylng out
the will of tho Congress; nnd tho provlsions of
tho law, enaclcd by Oongrnss after oxhaus-
tlvo examlnatlon and dlsousslon, wore
sorupulously complled with by tlio Execu-
tlve. Whllo tho transactlon was pendlng
I saw Mr. Cromwell but two or threo times,
nnd my communlcatlons with hlm woro
llmlted to tho exchnngo of purely formal
eourtesles. Socrotary Uny occaslotially saw
hlm, lu tho sanie manner: I doubt whether
Mr. Root hold any conversatlon with hhn.
Tho Attorney-Gonoral saw hlm frcquently,
as ho was counsel for tho fannrnu Com¬
pany: thelr communlcatlons wore offlclnl,
is rcpresentlng tho two sldcs. I Incloso
copies of my corresporulunco with Mr. Wll¬
liam Dudloy Foulko. who flrat brought th<x*e
seandalous Btorles to my attentlop, and
with Sonator Knox and Mr. Cromwell, lo
whom I wrote In responso to tho rectuest
of a gentloman who wl«hod to know about
tho stockholdors In tho Panama Canal
Company.
Tho tltle to tha Panama Canal properttes

was vested ln the New Pnnama Canal Com¬
pany, of Fronce. whlch was the legal owner
thoreof. and tho old or oo-callod Do Lcs-
seps company had a largo oqulty thcrcln.
The tltlo was not in a New Jcrscy com¬

pany, nor ln any other Amorican company,
nor dld thls government havo u*hy doallngs
with any Amerlcan- company throughout the
affalr.
' Tho exaat legal statvui, to tho most
mlnute detall, appoars In tho exhauitlva
oplnion of Attornoy-Generol Knox approv-
Ing tho tltlo to bo glven to the Unlted
States, »whlch cloarly e-tablishes that tho
only party dcalt with was tho New Panama
Canal Company of Kranco Cwlth tho con-

currence of lho llquldator of tha old com¬

pany), and not any Amerlcan corporatlon
r syndlcate,
Tho actlon of tho Unlted States govern¬

ment was, of course, wholly unlnlluenced
by, and had nothlng whatiivcr to do with,
any questlon as lo who were. or who had
been, tho Becurlty-holders of elthor tho now
or tha old company. Who nuch Reourlty-
holders were was not our affalr. If, aa a

matter of fact, the cahol companles, elthrr
or both, had beon ownod by Amerlcan cltl-
zons or by cltlzens of any other natlonallty,
lt wouid not have altercd ln the sllghtesi
aegreo tho aotlon taken by thls government.
Our concern was to get tho canal property
whlch was owned by lho French company,
and to see that tha tltlo was clcais Our
transoctlons wero carriod on openly, and
were publlshed ln detall, and we dealt sololy
(so far as tho lntcrests of tha old Panama
company wero concerned) with tho llqulda¬
tor appolntod by tha propar French govcni-
mental body. the Clvll Trlbunul of tha
b'elne, and ln occordanco with tho decree
of thla somo trlbunal, with tho Now Pana¬
ma Canal Company^. whleh also went Into
llquldaUon upon tho. salo to the Unlted
Stutes. All our transootlons werq carriod
oa openly, and wero publlshed ln detall
Tho dlstributlon of our payment ot $10,-
in.nnn fnllowH tho award of arbltrators

choacn by tho now company and tho llqul-
dator, authorlzed by tho deeree ot this same
Civll Tribunal of the Sclne, and provldlng
for a determlnatlon of the proportlonato
divlslon between Iho new and old compa-
niea. Wo paid tho money through the Now
York banklng house of Messrs. J. I. Mor-

gan & Co., acting as flscal agents of this
government, Into tho Bank of France ln
Paria Tho lecolpts and occounts of our

Troaaury Departmont show the payment of

tho rnpnoy Into tha Bank of France. and
aecm&t for. tho money belng- ^pald over to
tho llauiaWor appolnted by tho Clyll Tri-

buna of tho Selno and to the New Panama
canal Company of France, the proportlon
ot tho *4u~,OOOJOOO belng 128,600,000 franca
to the' llquldator of the old company and
77 400,000 francs to the Now Panama Canal
Company of.Franco In liquldatlon; In thoso

paymentH wo followed to the letter the> de¬
eree of tho sovernmental tribunal of France,
whlch had "the authorlty to maka such a

dtcrco, tho Clvil Tribunal ot the faelne.
Wa had noithor deslro nor authorlty to go
bohlnd thla decreo of this prop« Bovcrn-
mental body, aa all the connlctlng rlglita of
he socuHty-holders of both companloa^had
boen scttled by tho deeree otaaid oourt by
ratlflcatlon o£ tho urbltration whlch re-

sultod In that divlslon. ..._-Slmply Followed. Award.
I wlsh to mako ob olear as posslble, ana

as emphatlo as posalble, the statement that
we dld not havo anythlng to^ do wlth the
dlatrlbutlon of a dollar of *h° »*M°».»°°
we pald as regarda any stockholder¦ wc

bondholdor of thq French eompanles, save

that wo followed out tho award of tho
arbltratorB appolnted ia accordance wlth
tho decroo of tho Fronch court whlch had
doalt with tho subjsct ln awardlng a ccr-

"aln propSrtlon to the old company and^cortaln proportlon to tho now company.
Any quostlon concerning thp ¦tockholders.
bondholders. or other boneuclarlea¦ of the
procoods of aale was puroly a o.uo3tion for
tho civil Tribunal of the Selne, tho FrenchgovornmenVbody. wlth whlch this natlon
had notlilng whatovorjto do."under thoso clrcumstancea thero was not
the sllghteat need J'or Mr. Cromwell tojlvo
any lnformatlon on the subject of the oom-

panle. for whlch ho had ^VhufcrSegovernment hns no conoern Wltb-.M'; QJ,?^'
well's rolatlon to theao eompanles, or olther
of them, or wlth tho omount of hls pio-
fosalonul compcnsatlon; It was. not tha af-
falr of this govornment to Inqulro who wero

ho Vourlty-hotdon. ot the.»«*»*£Novcrtheloao, Mr. Cromwell. of hls own

S has Bubmtttod to me. together wlth
a copy of hls statemont puhliihed on the
11 Ih lnstunt, and whlch I .trammUt horo-
wltli. a full llst of the atockholders of the
Now Panama Canal company ot France on

January 15, 1000 (nuinberlng. over, 0,000),
a { a liBt of all stookholdore who wore
rcsont at a speclal meetlng of thacara-

rany held February 213. 1908. Immodlately
after tho oeblo offer of tho oompany wao

made to the United Btatee (January Ml.

BUDOiaiO X..DHTEDniHTMA9^
Bvar Blnoe Christmas tree» wero

Unowh all efforts to Ulumlnate them
have been attonded wlth danger and
frequent dhiastrous flres have been
'caused hy the tlny candles and lampa
uaed In thoso oftorta. In the Main
Stroot wlndowa of tho Passenger and
Power Company, Seventh and Malu
Streete, in a beautlfully decorated
Christmas treo lUumlnated wlth forty-
elgltt Binall eloetrlo llghts and abso-
lutoly froo from danger ot any Kma,
Tho treo at nlght makea ono of tne

prottlest Blghts ovor seen along Main
Streot, and 1b attractlvo to young folhs
of all ages. In addltlon- to tho brlght
baublca and tlnsol ornninonts, rlbbon
streuinure oonnoot the boughs of tne
troes wlth muuy valnublo'.and imcfui
OlirlsTnitiB prosonts, mich n» clectiio
flitt iroris, uooklng dovlocB, sewlng mar
clilno mr.tnrs and timny tHUsit ijuusila
nnd dovlces whlch nrW to fioinp «*»'»-

JQXlA. }uMiplaesA..tt»<i iiaiinh.
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Trunks, Bags and
Leather Noveltifes

Meet Every Requirement
as Desirable Gifts

Completihg your shopping ' list
is an easy, pleasurable incident
if you come to the R o un t r e e
Store. You know the quality
and the stylesaVe the best, and,
¦¦,.-¦¦¦¦ ¦_¦¦¦¦¦ .-i..1 ii ii -._¦¦¦ ai.i. ,n ,.¦¦...i..i ,,.. ,M

with our broad variety of
goods, selecting any particular
article is easy.

The Goods Are Tastefully Displayed
And the Prices the Most Reasonable

"Shofi Early"
THAT'S THE POINT TO REMEMBER

Tbe Thermon Bottle
Mnktj« a

Mo«t Acoeptable Olft.

Thls ***onderfulbot«
tlo keops llqutds not
or cold for days, and
la almost indisponaa-blo to tho travelcr.
Thls store ls head-
quarters for Thermos
Bottles.

Useful.Expressive
Toilet Sets
Music Rolls /Music Satchels
Manicure Sets
Cigar Sets
Jewel Cates
Razor Cases
Comb and Brush Sets
Cuff Boxes
CollaV Boxes
Coat Hangers

Flasks
Watch Fobs
V/riting Tablets
Photo Frames
Automobile Clocks
Dcsk Clocks
Calendars
Laundry Lists
Visiting Lists
Traveling Cups
Dog Collars

Timely.Lasting
Roller Tray Trunks
Wardrobe Trunks
Dress Trunks
Gents' Trunks
Steamer Trunks
Basket Trunks
Bags, Cases ^-
Fitted Cases
Fitted Bags
Ladies' Hat Boxes
Gents* Hat Boxes

Chattelaine Bag
Hand Bags
Shopping Bags
Opera Bags
Vanity Bags
Pocketbooks
Card Cases
Coin Purses
Wallets
Bill Folds
Bill Rolls

The Rountree Store
703 East Broad Street."Everything in Leather"

1902), to acoept tho appralsement oC 110.-
000,000 made by tha Isthmlan Canal Com¬
mission, and to aell for said sum tho Pana¬
ma Canal, concesslons, and other proporty,
ond tho shares of tha I'anamu Rallroad
Company. He has also furnlshed mo a
certined oopy of tho flnal report of tho
llquldator of the.old company, whlch was
flled on June 2sth last and formally ap-
proved by the Clvll Trlbunal of the Selne,
together with a summary account preparcd
and slgned by said llquldator as lato os tho
24th ultlmo. I also transm.lt a translatlon
of the two resolutlons, with the voto upon
them, adopted at a meeting of tho stoclc-
holders of the now company held on Aprll
23, 1901, for the purposo of finally ratlfy-
ins ths sale.

All theso documents I hcrewlth transmlt
as a part of thls messase. It appeara from
them that tha civtlltors ot.tho old company
number 220.296 nwtlOB who have received
dlvldcnds out of tho funds ln tho hands
ot tbo llquldator, who. ln his letter, states
that In thls present month of D«cember the
second and last dlstrlbutlon to the uredltors
will bo botfun, and that tho avoraire dlvl-
dend heretoforo pald to each lndlvldual was
732 francs, or 5156. No payment whatovor

waa. or wlil be made upon the stock ot lh<
old company, as It was wortbless from th<
day Do Lesteps falled, and thls cuts oul
from consldoration all mlsleadlnu; state-
ments re.;irdinK a posslblo purchase bj
anybody of the stock of the old Panama
Canal Company. It hss not received. tm1
will not recolve, a penny. Evon upon thi
bonded Indebtednesa ahe dtvidend, I arr.
thua Informed, wlU amount. In tha acrgre-
gate, to only about 10 per centum. It llkc-
wlse plalnly appeara that thla dletrlbutlon
by the llquldator of tho old company hai
been openly conducted St hla office ln Psrls
7>o. 50 Rue Kilor.no Marcel, where all th(
recolpts, accounts and records of hla pay-
mento are on Ole,

Every Step 1'ubllc.
The Now Panama Canal Company ol

France la ln llquldatlon. As the acoamps-
nylng papers set fortli. thls llquld&tod com-

CASTOHIA.
,Th8fclid You Hart Ahwjs BoagM

PHONE6442. PHONE 6442

Southern Electric & Manufacturing Corporation,
Seven-Eleven East Main Street

e Your
Boys Happy

Select your Xmas gifts carefully, ind give them some-

thing whlch will interest and instruct, as well. as amuse your
boy.

Every REAL' .boy wints to "see the wheels go round."
An Electrical Toy or Novelty arouses hi9 curiosity and

interest in its mechanism, and gives him more real pleasure
than he can possibly get from any other gift, and at the same

time instructs him in the elementary knowledge of the world's
greatest power, Electricity. >

Come down and look over the Xmas stock-we have secured
for this purpose.

Here are a few of the sort of gifts your boy will appre-
. ciate and enjoy:

Electric Battcry Motora from 75o to...,..,,. ........ .94,50
Yelegrupb Outfits, W.00 and .,. 12,50
Wlreloaa Telegrttph Outute, couiplote ....... .M.,.918.50
X-Ilny Outflte, complete ................. .....985.00
"Faa wlth Electricity" ..«.*.(...,...,«..........91.00 \
"Fan Wlth Ohemlstry" ..............,,.,.,,.,,,.,.11.00'
"Fan wlth Blagaetlsm** ........««..,......,......,,,,. .500
"Fun with 'relegrnphy" ........50u
Fiaiblighta .V.. COo to 91.00
Sllnlaturo liampe from S5a to.-.I,.., .91.00

A splendid4ine of Electric Xmas-Tree Outfits at $6.50.
A full line of Electrical Handbooks for boys, instructing

them how to make various electric devices and machinea, at
joe each.

PHONE 6442. 1 PHONE 6442.

Southern Electric and Mfg. Corporation.
Heven Eai<Seven-Eleven Eait Main Street.

OO0.000 the »um of 77,400.000 francs nmlthla amount was dl.trlbuted b*,."£V_udatlon ln three payments through four Jeari-taB banks of Parts. covorln* _ pertod of »,«past four years. and to ahareholdara nuin-nerliig about- 6,000. Every atep of th,transactlon wo» not only taken publlclybut was contemporaneously the.-ewtth. ad-'verU,«d |n tho logal and flnanclal paper,or Franca, and tho banks maklng the pay¬ments took proper rocelpta from all theparties to whom payments were made. asla customary ln aueh cases.
Tho cafJltal of tha New Panama. Canalt-ompany of France waa 05.000 000 francsnnd tho dlatrltrutlon thus made amountedto about 130 francs on each eha.ru of 100franc*. No dlvldends were pald durlng the

ten years of the company'a exlstanco. ;tthereforo rosultcd that the ahareholderaonly recovored thelr ortjrlnal inveatmont.with onnual Interest of about i per cent.The accounts nnd records of thla llqulda-tlon, whlch was conoludod in Juna last, are
on deposit wllh/ tho Credlt Lyonnaise. .ofParls, as & proper custodlan of the same,aopolnted upon such llquldatlon,. Recently
a ruquc.it was made by a ptivate Indlvlduul
to Inspcot the recorda of theaa payments,buUansiyer was made by the cuatodlans that
the* aaw no proper reason for grantlngsuch roquost by a Btranger, and, inaamuch
as thero ls not tho sllghtest ground for
ausplolon of any bad falth ln the trans¬
actlon, it hordly seems worth while to make
the requeat; but If the Congresa deslres. I
have no doubt that on the request of our
ambasaador ln Parla, the lists of Indlviduais
will bo ahown hlm.
Aa a matter of fact, there la nothing

whatevor, ln whlch thla government Is
lnterested, to inveatigate about thls trans¬
actlon. Bo far aa thls government Is con- ',
cerned, every step of the sllghteit Impor-
tance haa been made publlc by lta execu-
tlve,' and every step taken in France has
there been made publlo by the proper of-
fielala.

followed to tbe Lettor.
The Congresa took tha actlon It dld tako

after tho most mlnuto and exhaustlvo ex-
amlnatlon and dlscusslon, and the oxecu-
tlva carrted o*ut the dlrectlon of the Con-
rtoss to tho letter. Bvery act of thls gov¬
ernment, every ant for whloh thls govern-
rrcnt had the sllghtest responsiblllty, was
In 'pursua-ice of tho act or the Congress
hero, and followlng ouf tho decroo of the
Clvll Trlbunal of tho Selno ln France.

Furthormore, through tho entlrely volun-
tary aot of Mr. Cromwell, I am now able to
present to you full 'lnforrnatlon as to theso
actlons ln France with whloh thls govern-
inent dld not have any concern, and which .

are set forth lu tbe aecompying paper*.
It may be well to reeall that the New i

Panama Canal Company ot France dld not.
itBelf proposo to flx the flgure J40,000,000
an the valuatlon of the canal and rallroad
properties. That sum was flrst flxed by our
Isthmlan Canal Commission ln Its reporta
to tha Congress after two years ot Investl-
rrntlon nnd persomU inspeotion of all the
properties and work alr.oady done, whereby
tho properties and the work dono were, in
detall aopraised at that sum as thelr value
to tha United States, Tho French company
ateodlly rotusofl for over two years to mako
any oftor whatevor ln answcr to the many
wrlttmi requests ot tho Isthmlan Canal Com-
mlsslon: and when its presldent dld ap-
proach the questlon of price, H was on tha
baslB of J10J.000,000, Latar, under condi¬
tlons not "necessary now to raheorse, the
company, by cablo, accopted tho appralse-
ment of $10,000,000 made by our commls--
sion, Thls gavernmont, therefore, acqulred
all the properties and concesslons, both of
canal nnd rallroad, at Its own valuatlon
and price, tho Congres* approvlng tho prtco
and authorlElng the oxpondlturo of the
money after the most exhaustlve exomlna-
tlon and dlscusslon,

I transmit herewtth 11st* of. the doou-
monts In the possesslon ot the Department
of State, the Department of Justioe and the
Department of War, so that, If tbe Congress
soes flt, lt may dlreot that they be prlntecl.
They are, 'and always have been. open to
the oxaminatlon of any monrber of tha Con¬
gress, Thoro la no objoot ln prlnllns them,
But there ls also no objectiou to nrlntlns
them, save that It ls a uselesn exponse.

"I also transmit n llst of the floQuments,.
furnlshed by Mr. eromwell.

TKEODOnnj ROOSTEVBliT.
The Whlte House, December IS. 1908.

Toys and Holly ^oxm FREE.

CHRISTMAS SHOES\s»NP SLIPPERS.

arnsOMNT »|flTTWWm7B| -*«
nntifricc. ^Mahmmmkw aa©.


